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realize them.    In September  [1920],   I was  the only one who
believed and said that this was possible.

In December, others unanimously took up the programme.
If now the Congress fails to fulfil its pledge, what would be the
position of a person like me? It would surely mean bankruptcy
for me no less than for the Congress. If, putting my trust in the
Congress, I issue a draft and then find that it is not honoured,
where should I turn? I very much desire that in the event of
our failing to get swaraj [in this year], everyone else should suffer
on January 1 as much as I would. Everyone should feel the
want of dharma as much as of food.

A friend asked me if this was not cowardice. I do not think
so. I see in it an expression of compassion; it is plain common
sense to me. There is no point in continuing to give service when
it is not valued as such and none in living if there is no good in
it. When the body itself is worn out, would it not be better to
live on the Ganga water and let it slowly perish than to keep it alive,
a mere skeleton, by treating it with vasantmalati1 or some such
stuff? As far as I can see today, I shall never advise any course
but "adopt swadeshi and win swaraj". If I cannot think of anything
else at all, of what service can I possibly be?

We are now on the last rung of the ladder. To take a step
further up without recouping ourselves where we stand would
ultimately mean a set-back for us. I remember, when I was climb-
ing the ghat for going up to Sinhgad2, a point came beyond which
I simply could not continue to climb. I could resume the climb
only after I had rested for a while and regained my strength.

We are in the same position. Till we have completely succeeded
in the swadeshi programme, we shall not get the strength to push
forward. My remaining alive, therefore, or continuing to live in
society, depends on the success of swadeshi.

This is how I see things; this is the state of nay mind today.
What tomorrow will bring, God alone knows.

[From Gujarati]
Nwajwan> 23-10-1921

* An Ayurvedic drug

^ A mountain fort near Poona in